
As I look back on the days 
when the CPDSA started, I 
realize that the people who 
were there in the beginning 
won this place for us through 
hard work, a love for roller 
skating, and a determination 
not to lose our place in 
the park. It took passion, 
commitment and teamwork to 
organize, plus patience and 
intelligence to negotiate 
with the Parks Department. 
We had to raise money for 
permits, sound equipment, 
and a thousand dollar bond 
against damage to the area.

It seemed impossible, and 
many thought we would 
never succeed, but we all 
pitched in and did whatever 
it took. We had to clean 
up the area, and keep the 
bad elements — the drug 
dealers and users, and the 
drinkers — out of our event. 

There were park regulations, 
city and state laws we had 
agreed to enforce in our area 
during our event. We had 
to stop any violence before 
it started. There was sound 
equipment to be maintained, 
set up and broken down every 
day, and many other things 
that needed to be done to 
keep the music playing and 
the Skate Circle running, but 
we all pulled together, and 
now, eighteen years later we 
are still rolling.

I’ll be eighty years old on my 
next birthday and after a 
series of injuries, it is pretty 
clear that I will probably 
never be able to skate again. 
It is hard to do, but I must 
accept that reality. Many of 
us who started the CPDSA 
have reached the point where 
we are getting tired and 
need younger people to take 

over for us. We must pass 
the baton along to a new 
generation. We’re counting 
on them to come up with new 
ideas and new ways of doing 
things, while still honoring 
our best traditions. 

We want to look at our legacy 
with pride for what we have 
achieved, and to see it thrive 
and grow. I cannot predict 
what will change or who will 
meet the challenges of the 
future, but I believe that 
there are others like me, who 
love skating and love the 
Skate Circle, and that they 
will not let us down.

In the meantime, I don’t 
plan on going anywhere, any 
time soon. I will be here to 
teach, advise and mentor the 
new leadership of the CPDSA 
to keep our dream and our 
joy alive.

CPDSA skaters welcome international travelers, Skate Lisa & Tammy
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The Central Park Skate Circle 
takes place every Saturday,  
Sunday and major holidays  
in 2012 from April 10th through  
October 31st. The music plays 
from 2:45 pm to 6:45 pm.

Official CPDSA Contacts 
Bob Nichols 212-246-1344 
Lezly Ziering 212-777-3232  
On the Web www.CPDSA.org 
E-mail CPDSA@earthlink.net

CPDSA Board of Directors 
Bob Nichols, President 
Mark Wolf 
Vera Sinnreich 
Tyrone Cloud 
Gwen White 
Michele Knowles 
Jordan Kessler 
Jose Rivera  
Duane Reid 
Lezly Ziering, President Emeritus

Bobbi Bongard: Editor, Production

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
09/01 SAtuRDAY 
 DJ Lefty Hernandez
09/02 SuNDAY 
 DJ RC La Rock &  
 DJ André Collins
09/03 MONDAY 
 DJ Rob Scott

09/08 SAtuRDAY 
 DJ Sky King
09/09 SuNDAY 
 NO SKATING 
 Race For the Cure

09/15 SAtuRDAY 
 DJ Misbehaviour
09/16 SuNDAY 
 DJ Big Bob

09/22 SAtuRDAY 
 DJ KL
09/23 SuNDAY 
 DJ Jay Stewart

09/29 SAtuRDAY &
09/30 SuNDAY 
 NO SKATING 
 City Hall /Parks  
 Department event



Phoenix

Jose gets down!
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WE SELL SKATES AT SUPER RATES—Quad (traditional) skate specialists—RIEDELL DEALER

 Skates–Wheels–Bearings-Parts–Repairs–Riedell–Snyder–Suregrip–Bones–Kryptos & more

(212) 777-3232 visit us on the web: www.SkateGuru.com

LEZLY SKATE SCHOOL
NY’s #1 Inline & Traditional Rollerskate Specialists
• We have taught over 15,000 skaters since 1979
•  Private & semi-private classes by appointment—all levels

SKATING  
WEDNESDAY  

NIGHTS 

Crazy Legs Skate Club 
8:00 PM – Midnight  
Admission: $10.00

NY’s Top Skate DJs 
Beautiful Wood Floor

Skate Rentals: $5.00

MIXED LEVEL CLASSES

$25 for 1 class 
$80.00 for 4 week course at 

Crazy Legs Skate Club

Salvation Army Building 
110 Kosciuszko St., Brooklyn, NY 11216

Wednesday 6:30–7:45pm

Student Rate: $9 for Skate session following class 
8 pm – Midnight

Travel Info: crazylegsskateclub.com

Last Stop: A Survivor’s Story
by Nelson Velez and Tommy McInnis

A true story based on the lives and work of Nelson 
Velez, NYPD HOU police officer, and Tommy McInnis, 
an MTA Connections outreach worker, truly details 
the lives of some of New York’s unsung heroes.

http://www.laststopbook.com

If you would like to contribute stories or photos  
for consideration in our next newsletter, 
please contact: CPDSA@earthlink.net

A F F I N I T Y
MEMBERSHIP
P R O G R A M

IT PAYS TO BELONG!
Help support our fundraising efforts by joining TD Bank’s 
Affinity Membership Program. Your participation earns us 
an annual contribution based upon the number of 
members enrolled.

Eligible accounts include:
 • Checking
 • Money Market
 • Savings
 • CDs
 • IRA

Existing TD Bank Customers are eligible, too! Just give them 
our organization’s name and they’ll take care of the rest.

To open an account, visit your nearest TD Bank 
or call 1-888-751-9000.

(code: A3639)Central Park Dance Skaters Association Inc. 

LewisJose



July and August flowed together 
this year — melted together is 
more like it. One steamy week 
after another, temperatures in 
the high 80s and 90s with the 
possibility of afternoon or evening 
thundershowers. We’ve only had 
one or two weeks of cooler August 
breezes and now suddenly, it’s 
September. All summer long, the 
Central Park Dance Skaters have 
been rolling in our little corner of 
the park. We skate, we dance on 
skates and we dance. The music 
brings us together. We skate 
to its rhythm, on the beat or 
off, we move in time with the 
music and it unites us.

The freedom to play music in the 
park is what brought the CPDSA 
into being. In 1995 we fought 
back when Mayor Guiliani forced 
us to stop playing music in the 
park. In the end we won, but 
we had to sacrifice some of our 
freedom to get what we wanted. 
We must apply for permits for 
every day we are allowed in the 
park and pay for them. Special 
Events permits, Amplified Sound 
permits, TUI permits for fund 
raising; and the final approval 
must always come from the 
Central Park Conservancy.

We can only play during limited 
hours and we must keep the music 
below certain decibel levels, obey 
and enforce all park regulations 
and clean up the area when we are 
finished. Despite the limits placed 
on us, we strive to make the Skate 
Circle something special and a lot 
of people think we have succeeded. 
You can think of it as a good party, 
some watch, some skate, some 
dance, but we all listen to the 
music and are effected by it.

The music unites us and divides 
us, you can’t please all the people 
all the time. Some skaters like 
“skate music classics” others want 
to hear “something from this 
century”. It’s up to the DJs to find 
the right tune for the moment, to 
feel the vibe and mold the music 

to the moment. This is the beauty 
and genius of having a live DJ 
mixing; to read the energy of the 
Circle and direct its flow through 
the music. It isn’t easy and some 
days are better than others.

We rotate through an ever 
changing group of DJs, 
booking the ones who please 
the skaters and letting others 
drop or drift away. This year 
we held an online “DJ Survey,” 
done very scientifically by our 
Treasurer, Mark Wolf, who 
has been conducting surveys 
professionally for 30 years. 
All members of the CPDSA 
and subscribers to the weekly 
CPDSA Skate News e-mail were 
invited to participate,.

Each DJ is told his or her 
ranking in the survey, but they 
do not find out the ranking of 
any other DJ; so that it does not 
become a competitive popularity 
contest, and so that no one is 
embarrassed in front of their 
peers or their audience. All of 
our DJs play for us free of charge 
and we don’t want anyone to 
be humiliated, or for their egos 
to be inflated. The only ones 
to see the results of the survey 
are the CPDSA board members 
who form the DJ committee and 
we use those results to help us 
choose which DJs to bring back.

We hope that more of you make 
your opinions heard in next 
years DJ Survey. We are trying 
to do everything we can to 
make the Circle the best that it 
can be. Thanks must go to the 
people who keep the Skate Circle 
running each day we roll out the 
equipment: Jose Rivera, Tim 
Smith, Michele Knowles, Ricky 
Varona, Alex Ortez, John Spotsy, 
Maria Zulik, Moe Debois, Marco 
Sepulvado, Tyrone Cloud, Hector 
Almany, Ed Carvallo and all the 
others who pitch in and make 
the Circle work.

The Skate Circle Lives!

The View from Skaters Road 
by Bob Nichols, President, CPDSA
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DJ RC LaRock

DJ Big Bob

DJ Arson



Amy

Name_______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City_______________________________ State_____ Zip__________

Home or Cell Phone ___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___ ___

Work or Cell Phone ___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___ ___

E-mail _____________________________________________________

Contribution:

£ $25 £ $50 £ $100 £ Other_________________

£ New Member £ Renewal

Date _____/_____  Member # _______________________

Please cut out this membership application and mail it, along 
with your contribution, to the CPDSA address below. 

You can get additional applications and more information from our 
staff members at the CPDSA Skate Circle, located mid-park at the 
foot of the bandshell. You can find us by entering Central Park at 
72nd street and walking along Olmsted Way toward the center 
of the park. Just follow your ears. Listen for our dance music. You 
can’t miss us.

Central Park Dance Skaters Association
c/o Mark Wolf
320 East 46th Apt 18H
New York, NY 10017-3025

CPDSA Membership Application JOIN US!
 h

Thank You 2012 CPDSA New and Renewing Members
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CurtisEdna, Skate Lisa, Lisa S and Aretha — four of our best skaters — work on a new step.

The CPDSA thanks all of you 
who helped make this season 
possible with your memberships. 
Here is a list of those of you who 
have joined or renewed your 
memberships so far this season.

Page Baker
Annette Bernhardt 
Albert Boulanger
Dave Britton
Janis Brody
Vinnie Campisi
Max Cargill
Rick Casalino
Kathy Cino
Janice & Terry Collins
Brent Crayton
Lynna Davis
Richard Deas

dijits
Tom Dowling
Richard Epstein
Steven Gertner
Jeff Goldberg
Amy Gordon
Wanda Gray
Susan Gural
Richard Hassard
Sinan Kamagate
Ute Kammerer
Jordan Kessler
Karen Ann King
Louis Lara
Sonia Lee
Edward Lifshitz
Jose Lopez
Gypsy Lucas
Chantal Mariani
Robert Mathias

Robert Mattson
Suzanne Maxx
Samuel Mends-Cole
Mark Merschen
Mark Mindes
Nancy Mindes
Bobby Morales
Gail Brillhart Myrick 
Steve Myrick
Maurice Nicholson
Beth S. Novick
Guillaume Obajtek
Tristan Pearman
Amy Rea
Lisa Reich-Schottisek
Salvador Rentas
Alessandro Retacchi
Connie Reynolds
Regina Rider
Nathalie Rivard

Jamie Rivera
Jose Rivera
Maria Rotella
David Rothman
Dilta Sanchez
Jose F. Santana
Michelle Savarese
Richard Spivack
Mike Taitt
Julie Tan
Greg Thorpe
George Turner 
Tanya Valle
Monique Van Grinsven 
Jacqueline Vargas
Christopher White
Gwen White
Mark Wolf
Bob Wollner
Danuta Zakrezewska
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