
Central Park

This Labor Day Weekend,
Atlanta, Georgia will be host 
to thousands of skaters from 
all over the U.S., and no doubt
other lands as well, for their
7th annual Skate-A-Thon.

Coincidentally, the Skate-A-
Thon shares an anniversary
with the CPDSA - we too 
celebrated our 7th anniversary
this year - on the Fourth 
of July.

I received an email from a
friend in New Orleans telling
me that she was going, which
is what originally hipped 
me to the  Atlanta event. I
subsequently learned more
about it from one of my 
students and a CPDSA 
member who’s taking the 
midnight train to Georgia for
the festivities. He astounded

me by telling me that there 
are 16 rinks in the Atlanta
environs - what a bonanza.

The Skate-A-Thon is 
three nights of skating from
Friday, August 30th to Sunday,
Sept. 1st at three different
rinks.

On Friday the host rink is
Skate Towne (that’s right,
Towne with an e - say that ain’t
quaint) - skating starts at
11:55 and goes till 4:00 AM at a
cost of $6 in advance or $7.50
at the door. The DJ is billed as
“Atlanta’s own - DJ Mike.”

Saturday the 31st, the venue
shifts to Decatur, Ga. Host rink
- Decatur Family Skate, from
11:55 till 5:00 AM. The cost
here goes up to $11 in advance
and $13 at the door. The DJ 

(surprise, surprise) is N.Y.’s
own Big Bob, of Empire fame.

The final night, Sunday Sept.
1st, is also in Decatur at the
Golden Glide from 11:55 till 4
AM with our man Big Bob
spinning the discs. The cost is
the same as on Saturday. I
thought it odd, the variance in
the Friday prices with those on
Saturday and Sunday. There is
a deal, however, where you can
buy into all three nights for
$25 and save three bucks.

A nice touch is that the 
proceeds, after expenses,
will be donated to the Atlanta 
Shelter for Women and 
Children.The other item of
note is that Skate Towne
skaters can be 18 years and 
up, whereas at Decatur Family
Skate and the Golden Glide it’s
21 and over.

It should be a blast - there 
will be raffles and contests 
for big prizes and the various
regions of skaters will be 
struttin’ their stuff - Detroit
style, Chicago style, Frisco,
LA. and New Orleans style
with some N.Y. thrown into 
the mix. Further data and 
lodging info can be found on
www.skategroove.com.

The only rub is that by the
time you read this it will be 
too late - but there’s always
next year. I may just give it a
shot in 2003.
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The Central Park Skate Ci rcle

takes place every Saturday,
S u n d ay and major holiday 
in 2002 from April 13th to

October 31st. The music play s
from 2:30pm to 6:30pm.

Events SCHEDU LE

Satu rday,  AUG 31
SKATING DAY - DJ Lee

Su n day, Sept 1
SKATING DAY - 

DJ Misbehaviour with DJ MR G

Mon day, SEPT 2
SKATING DAY - DJ Rob Scott

LABOR DAY

Satu rday, Sept  7
SKATING DAY - DJ TBA

ROSH HASHANAH

Su n day, SEPT 8
SKATING DAY - DJ Lee

Satu rday, Sept 14
SKATING DAY - DJ Walden

Su n day, Sept 15
DELAYED OPENING - 3pm

DJ Misbehaviour
YOM KIPPUR

Satu rday, Sept  21
NO SKATING

Su n day, Sept 22
SKATING DAY

DJs Rikky Rivera & Alex

Satu rday, Sept  28
SKATING DAY - DJ Lee

Su n day, Sept 29
DELAYED OPENING - 3:30pm

DJ Rob Scott

Lee, Kathleen and Lorraine, thre e
long-time CPDSA members, skate
c i rcles around each other as they
dance around the Skate Circle on 
a recent weekend.

Skate-A-Thon 2002
by Lezly Ziering



Show Su pport for the CPDSA !

Please fill out the membership application 

on the back and mail it along with your 

contribution to CPDSA headquarters.

Bill, Russell, Ed and Calvin getting ready to unload the CPDSA sound
equipment out of Russell's truck at the Ta v e rn On The Green parking lot.
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New  Look for 
Skate Guidelines
A team of dedicated skaters
repainted the rink guidelines a
few weeks ago.

The old lines had faded and a 
confusing second set of lines
had begun to show through -
creating a confusing and poten-
tially dangerous situation.The
new lines are bright and extra
bold, delineating the rink area
in no uncertain terms.

The painting crew, led by
CPDSA grounds committee
chairman Steve Heurung,
included Steve Gertner, Russell
Marcus and Aristidez.Their
hard work has made our rink a
safer place. All of us at the
Skate Circle owe this group a
debt of gratitude.

DJ Walden keeps the part y
going by mixing CD’s .
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Janis' book has been recommended
by Publisher's Weekly, Jump 

Magazine, and Amazon.com's 
Top 10 Family List

D r. Janis Bro dy

Your Body:
The Girls' 
G u i d e
(St. Martin's Pre s s )

The CPDSA would like to thank

CIVIL LITIGATION • ACCIDENTS • MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • LANDLORD/TENANT • MORTGAGE FORECLOSURES 

BANKRUPTCY • INSURANCE

Wouldn't you like to have a 

LAWYER
who skates in the same circles you do?

STUART B. POLLACK, ATTORNEY AT LAW
32 COURT STREET, SUITE 705

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK  11201-4404

F R E E  C O N S U LTAT I O N  
TELEPHONE (718) 596-8200 FAX:(718) 522-5950

for their generous donation
of our new speakers for 

the 2002 season, and for their 

most recent contribution of 

new peripheral speakers that carry

our music at the north and south 

ends of the Circle. 

CPDSA skater Robert Mclean struts his stuff .
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In the last issue of this newsletter, I
tried to describe how a small group of
volunteers work together to make the
Skate Circle come alive out in the park
e a ch weekend. It really is a beautiful
scene - people who care a lot about
skating work hard to make something
very special happen. I want to person-
ally thank every one of you who car-
ries a gate, swings a broom, a s s e m b l e s
the canopy or does any one of the little
tasks necessary for us to enjoy our lit-
tle dance skate party to its fullest.Yo u
are the greatest!

What I glossed over was the weekly
struggle to bring the audio equip-
ment and DJ booth related materi-
als into the park. Besides the main
audio system, the battery, and the
s p e a k e r s, there are sun canopies,
ch a i r s, medical kit, rain tarp - the
infrastructure we need not just to
p l ay the music, but to do so safely
and comfortably.

Over the past seven years we hav e
been able to store this material in a
free corner of the Mineral Springs
food concession's back room. T h i s
y e a r, through no fault of our own,
we are not allowed to use this conve-
nient staging area, we must store
our equipment outside the park and
it makes things exponentially more
d i f f i c u l t .

Our main storage room is at 58th
street and 11th av e n u e, about a mile
and a half from Skaters Road - just
far enough, especially when you take
into account the steep hills from
11th avenue up to 9th - that a truck
or station wagon is an absolute
n e c e s s i t y. Complicating the situa-
tion is the fact that there is no elec-
tricity in the storage room and no
way for us to charge up our main
battery or the batteries in the Crate
peripheral speakers, w h i ch must be
r e charged after every day they are
u s e d . We have solved that problem
by keeping the batteries and speak-
ers in my apartment. After the first
couple of weeks of carrying the
h e avy car battery up and down a
flight of stairs twice a day, my back
started complaining and now one 
of our volunteers - usually Calvin
Coleman - has to do the heavy work.

In fact, Calvin has been the one who
has taken on the toughest job,
unloading the storage room, l o a d i n g
the truck , getting the battery from-
my apartment, unloading the truck
onto the handcart and pushing it

into the park. Ye s, he does get help,
Bill Levy is usually there to share
the work in the morning and other
volunteers often help Calvin and me
in the evening when everything goes
b a ck into storage and up to my place
for ch a r g i n g, but Calvin is the one
who is always there, coming and
g o i n g. He deserves your recognition
for his tireless dedication to the
Skate Circl e.

No less worthy of recognition is Bill
L e v y, our equipment committee
chairman and chief engineer, w h o
keeps the audio equipment in tip top
condition and continually refines the
workings of the system.This year,
Bill has taken on the additional bur-
den of arranging the logistics of
t r u cking the equipment.

Since the CPDSA cannot afford to
own and operate a truck , Bill must
make arrangements for transporta-
tion every day that we operate; it is
a frustrating and thankless task.

I must not forget to thank Ta r i q
B i l a l , who is most often our truck e r,
Russell Marcus who has volunteered
his pristine pickup truck for the
skaters on various occasions this sea-
s o n , Lezly who allowed us to use his
brand new (two week old) Vibe for
the job, Greg Gonzales and his 4 by 4
and Jay Stewart who has helped us
t r u ck in our equipment each time he
p l ayed at the Circle this year.

Without the help of these people and
their vehicl e s, we would probably be
trying to hitch up a group of six or
seven skaters to a harness rig - like
Santa's reindeer or a dog sled - to
pull the carts in and out of storage.

I should also thank the volunteers
who have taken the bumpy truck ride
to and from storage - Stu Po l l a ck ,
Greg Gonzales, Greg Reese, C l ay
B l i v e n s, Steve Lindsey, D a l e, D e n n i s
and Dee. . . I'm leaving someone out...
Thank you, g u y s, r e a l l y, thank you.

We still have two more months to go
in our season and we're going to
need help right to the end. E v e r y
week brings logistical problems with
v e h i cles and volunteers and we
might be forced to try the reindeer
routine before the year is over, b u t
I'm fairly confident that there are
enough people who really want to
keep the Circle rolling who will rise
to the occasion.

The Skate Circle Lives!

The View from Skater’s Road
by Bob Nich o l s

If you are a CPDSA member
interested in submitting an

article, please e-mail our edi-
tor at marciroth@yahoo.com 

We sell skates at super rates - Traditional skate specialists
Skates - Wheels - Bearings - Riedell - Snyder - Suregrip - Bones - Kryptos

(212) 777-3232     Visit us on the web: www.skateguru.com

LE ZLY SK ATE SCHOOL
N Y ’s #1 Inline & Traditional Rollerskate Specialists

• We have taught over 10,000 skaters since 1979
• Private & semi-private classes by appointment - 

all levels

INDOOR 
beginner classes

$65.00 
for 4 week course 

Wednesdays at 
6:30pm 

at the Roxy

DANCE SKATING
Intermediate/

Advanced 
Fridays at 

6:00pm - $20   
at the Roxy

OUTDOOR 
beginner classes

$65.00 
for 4 week course 

2 weeks at 
Mercer Playground

& 2 weeks in 
Central Park

Our budget has almost doubled
from last year - and our money
pool is almost exhausted.

To perpetuate this highly 
valued and much loved source 
o f re c re a t i o n , relaxation and
spiritual sustenance -  we need
your backing and your assistance - it
cannot continue without your help!! 

We are having a fund raiser, this
Labor Day Weekend - 

during which we will be giving
away premiums for donations and
soliciting your contributions to 
help keep “our thing” alive. It’s
the third of the five fund raising
opportunities we are allowed 
each year.

Be generous - dig deep - we do
have some hot items for you to
take away and enjoy for years 
to come.

W A N T E D
• Sponsors
• Donors
• Contributors

• Supporters
• Commitment
• Funding

The CPDSA is facing the most daunting 
challenge in its 7 year existence.

Michael F. Kelly L. Ac., ADS

Acupuncture & Chinese Herbs

914.548.7585
mkelly_tcm@hotmail.com



Name___________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________

City____________________________  State_____ Zip________

Home Phone

Business Phone

Fax E-mail

Amount of Contribution

■ $ 1 5 ■ $ 2 5 ■ $ 5 0 ■ $ 1 0 0 ■ O t h e r

■ C h e ck ■ C a s h ■ Money Order

■ New Member ■ R e n e wa l

Please cut out this membership application and mail it, a l o n g

with your contribution, to the CPDSA headquarters address 

listed below.

You can get additional applications and more information from

Lezly Ziering at the CPDSA Skate Circl e, located mid-park at

the foot of the bandshell. You can find us by entering Central

Park at 72nd street and walking along Olmsted Way toward the

center of the park. Just follow your ears. Listen for our dance

m u s i c. You can’t miss us.

Join us!

CPDSA Membership Application

Central Park Dance Skaters Asso ciation

14 Washington Place, # 1 1 F
New Yo r k , NY 10003
(212) 777-3232

h

Member #_________

Date _____________


