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The Central Park Skate Circle 
takes place most Saturdays,  
Sundays and major holidays  
in 2017 from April 8th through  
October 29th. The music plays 
from 2:45 pm to 6:45 pm.

Official CPDSA Contacts 
Bob Nichols 212-246-1344 
On the Web www.CPDSA.org 
E-mail info@cpdsa.org

CPDSA Board of Directors 
Bob Nichols, President
Gary Bowler
Jonathan Brunschwig
Tyrone Cloud 
Lynna Davis
Edna Davolle
Yvette Gauthier
Robin Ostrow
Sal Rentas
Jose Rivera
Marco Sepulveda
Tessell Williams

Val Brochard: Editing, Production

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

05/27 SATURDAY 
DJ KL

05/28 SUNDAY 
DJ Q

05/29 MONDAY 
DJ Mike Dominico

06/03 SATURDAY 
DJ Ruben R

06/04 SUNDAY 
DJ Bobby Morales 

06/10 SATURDAY 
DJ Duce Martinez &  
DJ D.Wild Radio DJs

06/11 SUNDAY 
Puerto Rico Day Parade 
D.Wild Radio

06/17 SATURDAY 
NO SKATING 
Adventures in NY 

06/18 SUNDAY 
Skating Day DJ ?

06/24 SATURDAY 
DJ Preston

06/25 SUNDAY 
DJ Andre Collins

CPDSA Skate Family April 9, 2017

The new season has begun and Central 
Park has come alive. Each year the pink 
and white Cherry blossoms tell us when 
it is time to begin the Skate Circle. Then, 
over the course of a few weeks, the trees 
set tiny green buds and then finally, true 
leaves. Each tree has a slightly different 
shade of green. A rainbow of flowers and 
shrubs join the symphony until finally the 
park is in full summer regalia.

Each spring the CPDSA greets our 
skaters and starts anew. Our volunteers 
reacquaint themselves with the various 
tasks needed to get the Circle rolling. 
We check our equipment for what must 
be repaired or replaced. We remind 
ourselves of all the small individual 
jobs: sweeping the pavement, placing 
the barricades and stretching the ropes 
to mark our boundaries. We place signs 
at the entrances to explain our rules 
and guidelines to newcomers. We move 
benches and barricades to the center 
of our Circle to form the DJ Booth and 
baggage area. This ritual is repeated 
each day that we skate. As the season 
progresses, we all get better at this set up; 

and though it might not become easier, it 
does happen more quickly.

When the DJ arrives, we hook up his or 
her equipment into our audio system. 
When the music begins, we put on our 
skates and start to roll. This is the reason 
we are here - to skate and dance on 
skates. The music is the driving force; it 
motivates us, it lifts us from our mundane 
world and charms us into its rhythm. As 
we move with the beat, others join us; on 
skates and on shoes. A sort of magic grows 
around us.

We take a bare roadway with a few 
guidelines painted on it and convert it 
into a skating rink and dance party. 
People strolling past in the park stop 
and watch. The hills surrounding us 
fill with families and picnickers. Other 
participants set up outside of our 
boundaries; flaggers swing their brightly 
colored strips of material and hoopers 
spin hoops around their bodies to the beat 
and rhythm of the music. The skaters and 
dancers find their groove and the Skate 
Circle comes alive once again.



SKATERS, DO YOU HAVE SKILLS THAT COULD HELP  
THE SKATE CIRCLE?

… or just someone genuinely willing to be a part of  
the group that keeps the skate circle rolling?
Would you like to contribute stories or photos  

for consideration in our next newsletter? 
Please contact: info@cpdsa.org
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Line Dancers

FernandoIshmael

Skate Diva

Visiting skaters. They are not from here...

BOOKING 
SK8ERS FOR 
ALL EVENTS

CONTACT  
LYNNAMOVINGSTAR

lynnamovingstar@yahoo.com



Each year the CPDSA faces 
new challenges that define the 
season and make it unique. 
This year the initial challenge 
is that we must phase out 
the barricades that we use to 
form our perimeter. This is 
important to us, because that 
barrier keeps people in the 
park from casually strolling 
through the area where we 
skate. 

Our old barricades were beat 
up leftovers, forgotten by a 
contractor a few years ago. 
During an event last winter, 
that contractor recognized his 
barricades and reclaimed them. 
The Conservancy has provided 
us with about half the number 
we had in the past and let 
us know that we have to find 
a new solution to mark our 
boundaries. Their suggestion 
was for us to look into buying 
our own barricades or using 
a device called the “traffic 
delineator” - a plastic cylinder 
sitting on a rubber base with 
a ring on top that we can 
thread ropes through to form 
an unbroken perimeter around 
our area. These delineators are 
light and take up less space 
than barricades. It will be 
easier for our volunteers to set 
up 12 pound delineators than 
40 pound barricades.

Barricades cost more that 
one hundred dollars each 
and shipping them is also 
a major expense. To form a 
solid line of barricades around 
out perimeter, including an 
extra pair at the entrances, 
we need thirty-two. Storing 
them over the winter season is 
guaranteed to be an expensive 
proposition. The delineators 
cost much less. We can get 
three of them for the price of 
one barricade and storage over 
the winter will be far easier 
and less expensive.

We really do need something 
to set our skating area apart 
from the rest of the park. 
Nonskaters often do not see a 
problem with them walking, 
skate boarding, riding bikes, 
Segways, scooters or even 
pushing baby strollers through 
our skating area. They don’t 
realize that it isn’t always 
so easy to go around them, 
especially when we are going 
downhill, gaining speed and 
trying to make the turn at 
the bottom of the hill. They 
don’t realize how hard it is 
to weave through the very 
crowded area in front of the 
DJ Booth between the DJ and 
the Oak tree. Line dancers 
take up the space right in front 
of the booth while skaters 
are trying to skate past in 
the crowded outer lane. And 
yet, there always seems to 
be someone who thinks it is 
OK to dash across the road 
through this maelstrom of 
bodies, to get into the dance 
area - with no thought about 
how their actions will endanger 
themselves or the skaters. At 
the very least those people 
are annoyances, at worst, 
dangerous stumbling blocks.

I often read comments on our 
Facebook pages from visitors 
to the Circle, from around the 
world, who say that they love 
our vibe. We want to keep the 
open friendly attitude that 
the Skate Circle has grown to 
embody, We want everyone 
to enjoy themselves and to 
do their own dance — that’s 
what we are about. Still, we 
want everyone to be safe and 
for our back packs and other 
bags to be secure. We have to 
find a balance between those 
competing needs. Robert Frost, 
the great poet, said it long 
ago: “Good Fences make good 
neighbors.” It is still true..

The Skate Circle Lives!

The View from Skaters Road 
by Bob Nichols, President, CPDSA

DJ Bobby Morales—Photo by Bob Nichols

DJ Kervyn Mark—Photo by Bob Dea

DJ  e—Photo by Bob Nichols



Name_______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City_______________________________ State_____ Zip__________

Home or Cell Phone ___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___ ___

Work or Cell Phone ___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___–___ ___ ___ ___

E-mail _____________________________________________________

Contribution:

£$25 £$50 £$100 £Other_________________

£New Member £Renewal

Date _____/_____  Member # _______________________

Please make a copy of this membership application and mail it, 
along with your contribution, to the CPDSA address below. You 
can get additional applications and more information from our 
staff members at the CPDSA Skate Circle, located mid-park, just 
west of the bandshell. To find us, enter Central Park at East or 
West 72nd street on weekend days between 3 and 7 PM and walk 
along Terrace Drive toward the center of the park. Listen for our 
dance music, you’ll find us.

c/o Bob Nichols
421 West 56th Street – 2A

New York, NY 10019

CPDSA Membership Application JOIN US!
 h

Thank You 2017 CPDSA New and Renewing Members
The CPDSA thanks these current 2017 members whose generosity allows us to keep rolling.

Margo, Rita and Edna

Gary Lesser
Molly Higgins
Dalys “Panama” 
Torres
David Britton
Peggy Flefleh
Terry & Janice Collins 
Sunshine Straiges

Val Brochard 
Zulma Rodriguez
Jose Rivera 
Robert Mattias
Darryl Davis
Antonio Rolon
Bob Dea
Christopher White

Mark & Lee Wolf 
Uta Kammerer
Robin Ostrow 
Robert Sherman
Connie Reynolds
Adam Adam
Lynna Davis
Ileana Adamos

Jeff Goldberg & 
Miyuki Koga
Richard Epstein and 
Roz Reich
Mark Merschen
Gail Brillhart Myrick
Stephen Myrick
Justin Myrick

Thomas Winslow
Robbin Ziering
Janis
John Canosa
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