
Central Park

There is a small cadre of dedicat-
ed people working to overcome
many obstacles that have been
placed in their path - putting in
their time and energy to solve
problems way beyond the call of
d u t y, only to have their heartfelt
efforts ignored by some of the
people they are working for.

The CPDSA closed its 2000 sea-
son at the end of October. Fr o m
then until we opened our season
in A p r i l , the small group who
make up the board of directors
was faced with many issues to
r e s o l v e. Since our inception in
‘ 9 5 , we have had storage space at
Mineral Springs for our large
steel equipment box, and we hav e
had to rent storage space for our
more sensitive sound equipment
that needs more hands on atten-
tion during the off season.

Last October we were informed
by the Parks Dept. that Mineral
Springs would change manage-
ment in 2001 and they had to
clean out everything to offer it for
l e a s e ; but we would probably be
able to make a deal with the new
owners to reestablish our space
t h e r e. M e a n w h i l e, we had to
remove our storage box and

everything we have accumulated
there for the past five years - a
crushing blow. We stalled while
we racked our brains and
scrounged around trying to find
someone or someplace that would
accept this metal monstrosity
and all the detritus that we hav e
a c q u i r e d . At the last moment my
wife Robbin convinced her broth-
er to store it for us at his home in
Babylon L.I. So we rounded up a
c r e w, and with the help of a
Parks Dept. f o r k l i f t , loaded the
box into brother Ta r i q ’s truck ,
and carted our stuff out to Baby-
l o n . With great ingenuity and
physical exertion, our loyal crew -
Bob Nich o l s, Steve Heurung and
Tyrone Cloud - unloaded the
whole passel in my brother- i n -
l aw ’s shed with the promise that
it would all be removed by A p r i l .

We  opened our season on A p r i l
15th still with no entree to Min-
eral Springs - the solution - we
imposed on my brother- i n - l aw to
keep the box a bit longer while
we negotiated for space with the
new lessees of Mineral Springs.
Meanwhile we rented additional
storage space for the sound sys-
tem - and with Ta r i q ’s truck and

my car and the assistance of Bob,
Joe and Steve Lindsey - carted
the whole shebang back to the
A p p l e. We then had to rent
Ta r i q ’s truck for the weekends,
w h i ch our indomitable crew
l o a d e d , drove to the outskirts of
the Pa r k , unloaded all the equip-
ment onto carts and trucked it in
several trips across one roadway,
up and down hills, to the Skate
C i r cl e. At the end of the day
reverse the whole procedure -
and that was just Saturday. T h e
whole operation had to be repeat-
ed on Sunday - and again, f o r
four weekends - draining our
meager financial reserves to zero.

How about the members who
meet throughout the year to deal
with problems of funding, p u t t i n g
together a sound system that will
meet the stringent requirements
of the Parks Dept. for regulating
the decibel level; who deal with
s cheduling and keeping the peace
between the DJs, making certain
they don’t overextend the sound
levels and jeopardize our exis-
tence (a constant running battle).
Fi n a l l y, to set up a system that
has its own built in modifications
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Events SCHEDU LE

Me morial Day We eken d

Satu rday May 26th
DJ Ju l i o

(DJ Leroy opens)

Su n day May 27th
DJ Misbehav i o u r

Mon day May 28th
DJ Rikky Rivera

Satu rday June 2nd
DJ Robert Scott

Su n day June 3nd
DJ Rikky Rivera

Satu rday  June 9th
Leroy and DJ Nick Jo h n s o n

Su n day June 10th
No Skating

(Puerto Rican Day Pa r a d e )

The Central Park Skate Ci rcle

takes place every Saturday,
S u n d ay and major holiday 
in 2000 from April 15th to

October 31st. The music play s
from 2pm to 7pm.

CPDSA Com m it tee  Me m bers

Lezly Ziering - Chairman
Bob Nichols

Muhammed Abdul-Aziz
Alonzo Jones

Steve Heurung
Carol Spalding

Bill Levy
Gene A. Williams

Mark Anthony Layne
Stuart Pollack

Nancy Rapchak

Please turn to page 2.
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Sarah, Dolores and Erdine showing some funky skate choreography to the crowd.



Presented by The Empire Skate
Club of New York in cooperation
with the Central Park Dance
Skaters A s s o c i a t i o n , Central Pa r k
Skate Pa t r o l , Easter Seals New
Yo r k , Empire Speed, and Roller-
Soccer International Fe d e r a t i o n .

Join us for three days of FREE
events for skaters of all skill lev-
e l s, i n cluding GROUP SKAT E S
around Central Pa r k ,N Y C, a n d
N J ; TRY THE NEWEST
S K ATES - free, B R A K I N G
LESSONS for beginners - free,
SLALOM-CONE DEMOS A N D
LESSONS - free, R O L L E R -
DANCE DEMOS AND LESSONS
- free, SPEED CLINIC - free,
ROLLER SOCCER DEMO - free,
PLUS RAFFLES AND PRODUCT
G I V E - AWAY S.

The weekend peaks on SUNDAY
WITH A FUND-RAISING SKAT E
FOR EASTER SEALS, in which

participants will raise money to
help disabled children and adults,
and will have the rare opportunity
to SKATE THROUGH A CA R -
FREE LINCOLN T U N N E L ,e n j o y
spectacular views of the City, a s
well as other fun skating activities!

All Fr i d ay and Saturday events are
F R E E . Participants in Sunday ' s
Easter Seals Roll + Stroll 2001, a r e
asked to pay a registration fee and
raise a minimum pledge.

For your safety: HELMETS A N D
WRIST GUARDS REQUIRED at
all events. Blinkies and/or reflec-
tive gear required on night skates.

We NEED VOLUNTEERS for all
e v e n t s, either marshalling at
group skates or assisting with
l e s s o n s, demos and cl i n i c s. If you
can help with the Empire's Fr i d ay
and Saturday events please email
Volunteer Coordinator 

Marcia Woodfield at
v o l u n t e e r s @ e m p i r e s k a t e.org 
or leave a message on the Empire
Skate Club Skatephone at 
(212) 774-1774. To volunteer as a
skate marshal for the Sunday
Easter Seal Roll + Stroll contact
the Central Park Skate Patrol at
es@skatepatrol.org or call
(212) 439-1234. The sooner you
contact the Skate Patrol the more
likely you will get the 8, 1 4 , or 26
mile route and or duty you wa n t .

Below are of some of the 
w e e k e n d ’s activities, ch e ck 
the Empire website at
w w w. e m p i r e s k a t e.org/liberty or
Skatephone at (212) 774-1774 for
the complete list.

F R I D AY, JUNE 1:
7:30 - about 9 p. m . :G R O U P
S K ATE FOR INTERMEDIAT E
STREET SKAT E R S

10:30 p. m . - after Midnight:
S K ATE TOUR FOR A DVA N C E D
STREET SKAT E R S : Both group
skates meet at Columbus Circl e
Entrance to Central Pa r k , 60th St.
and 8th Av e.

S AT U R D AY, JUNE 2:
1:15 - 2:15 p. m . :S K ATE DANCE
LESSONS FOR ALL SKILL LEV-
ELS -- Meet at the Dead Road
Let the CPDSA show you all the
right moves.

2:15 - 6:00 p. m . :S K ATE DANCE
D E M O N S T R ATION -- at the
Skate Circl e

S U N D AY, JUNE 3:
EASTER SEALS ROLL +
STROLL 2001 - Chelsea Piers
Sports Complex - 23rd St. a n d
Hudson River.
Goto www. e a s t e r s e a l s n y.com -- or
call (212) 572-6227 to register and
for more information.

Liberty Skate Weekend & Easter Seals Roll & Stroll 2001

“ D e d i c a t i o n ” continued from page 1.

so that we don’t have to sit at the
DJs elbow for a 5 hour session
monitoring sound levels. I for one
detest that job - that’s not what
skating is about.

How did we get to this crossroads
where the important thing is the
b i g g e r, better sound system? In
1 9 9 4 , the ultimate system made
its appearance and brought  the
wrath of the Parks Dept. a n d
N Y P D. They warned us to reduce
our decibel level. We did not and
They Shut Us Down. We met with
the powers that be and convinced
them that we could manage our-
selves according to their rules. I n
1994 the music was controlled by
DJs - they wanted big sound and
ignored the agreement we had
with the Parks Dept. and in 1995
They Shut Us Down A g a i n ,s ay-
ing that what we had been doing
for 20 years was over. They had
charts displaying how our joyful
activity was a center of debauch-
e r y, attracting drug dealers, b e e r
vendors and thieves; and cited the
citizens who use the Park but
don’t like our kind of music or
object to our volume. “Its a quality
of life issue,” they said. “ W h a t
about our quality of life?,” w e
a s k e d . A few key skaters banded
together to deal with all the oppo-
s i t i o n , and formed the CPDSA.
We persevered and reestablished
ourselves with the Parks Dept.

and NYPD and gradually were
allowed to revive the Skate Circl e
in July of 1995.

Since then, we have organized a
first class skating event that
evolved from mixed tapes to a
venue in which a variety of music
providers bring out their turnta-
bles and records or CDs and spin
live for the skaters. We have met
all the requirements of the Pa r k s
D e p t . - except one - the volume.
No matter how much we monitor
our DJs, the sound level subtly
creeps up until an official visits
and says our music is projecting
to Mineral Springs or the Sheep
Meadow or the 79th St. y a r d s.

We constantly strive to make “ o u r
t h i n g ” more spacious, f r i e n d l i e r
and less contentious and hav e
gradually improved our operation.
How many events can boast of
our kind of longevity with so few
incidents of hostility? The decibel
issue is always there waiting to
shoot us down. We hear it at
every meeting we have with the
people in ch a r g e. We l l , we figured
we must create a system that
puts the control in our hands and
let the DJs supply their turnta-
b l e s, records and CDs, and just
plug into our system. We put this
in a DJ agreement that all who
p l ay for us signed in 2000.

What is my dream for this associ-
ation? I want to be able to come
out with my friends and family
and skate to good music - under
sunny skies or clouds - without
dispute and without having to
hang over someone’s shoulder to
make sure he’s not going to blow
us out of the wa t e r. I don’t care if
the music is a tape or CD that
someone pops into a machine or a
record provided by a superstar on
the latest advance in sound pro-
d u c t i o n . I had the best time of my
life when we danced to 2 little
boomboxes tuned to W B L S, K i s s
FM or Z100, passed the hat for
battery money, came and went as

we pleased and answered no one.

To our loyal friends - thanks for
your support and fraternity - we
love you and look forward to
many long years of camaraderie.
To our critics - if you think you
h ave the will to do it better - go
for it! Raise the buck s, talk the
t a l k , get the permits, bring out
the sweet sounds and fight the
fights for skaters rights, I’ll con-
sider it a great fav o r. I would love
to relax and come out to play
without a worry in the world
e x c e p t , is it going to rain and spoil
my good time.
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Don and Roselene have each skated with the CPDSA for years. Here
they smile for the camera.



If you didn't look cl o s e l y, y o u
might not have noticed how diffi-
cult it was for us to get started
this year. We have more equip-
ment to bring out to the park
than ever before and for the first
time since 1995 we did not hav e
access to a convenient storage
place in the park. For the first
three weeks of the season, e a ch
d ay we played music, e v e r y t h i n g
from the sound equipment to the
garbage bags had to be unloaded
from a storage room on the far
west side, loaded into a van,
t r u cked to the edge of the park
and carted in by a small group of
v o l u n t e e r s. In past years I had
complained about lugging the
equipment up the  steep hill to
Mineral Springs, but after weeks
of loading, unloading and truck-
ing back and forth, the path up
to Mineral Springs sounded like
a vacation.

The selfless spirit of determina-
tion and camaraderie of the
skaters who volunteered to help
with all the extra work made all
the difference - they kept us
g o i n g. They sacrificed their time,
e n e r g y, the skin off a few knuck-
les and knees, a smashed finger
here and a strained back there;
so that we could keep the Skate
C i r cle rolling. They all deserve
a ck n o w l e d g m e n t .

Special thanks go to Joe Fa r a c i
and Steve Lindsey - who came
through the long haul with what
became a precision system of
logistics and strategic use of
time and space - they kept our
operation running smoothly
through the worst day s. T h a n k s
to Ta r i q , who kept the faith,
piloting his van through ice,
s n o w, r a i n , heat and multiple
trips out to wilds of Long Island.
Every morning and evening that

the Circle set up - until mid May
- Tariq was there to make it hap-
p e n ; he never let us down.
Thanks to Calvin Coleman, w h o
lent his quiet strength and will-
ing good nature to our endeav o r s
again and again.

Thanks to Tyrone Cloud, w h o
was there for us in the cl u t ch e s,
when we really needed the help;
like the day last January when
we wrestled the steel equipment
storage box through the snow
because the Parks Department
wouldn't allow us to leave it in
Mineral Springs for the winter.

Thanks to Rudy Meadows, w h o
has - for years, now - faithfully
helped us start up each session
and who keeps an eagle eye on
the well-being of the Circl e.

Thanks also must go to A l o n z o
Jo n e s, Bill Levy, Marci Roth, S t u
Po l l a ck , Lisa Reich - S ch o l t i s e k ,
Kenny Milne, Ed Carvello, C h r i s
Fa z i o, Jeff Perry and all the rest of
you who keep the Circle turning.

A heartfelt debt of gratitude is
o w e d , by all of us, to those few
skaters who have been so gener-
ous - even  heroic - in writing the
sizable ch e cks that helped us
replenish our emergency dimin-
ished funds; they saved us from
financial ruin this season. T h e
C i r cle could very possibly hav e
ground to a halt at the end of
this month if not for their phil-
a n t h r o p y.

Fi n a l l y, no ack n o w l e d g m e n t
would be complete without men-
tioning our Founder and Chair-
m a n , Lezly Ziering, who has
been a tireless advocate for
dance skating and a tower of
s t r e n g t h , to me personally, a n d
to all of us.

The Skate Circle Lives! 

The View from Skater’s Road
by Bob Nich o l s

S a t u r d a y, June 9th 2001   
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Meet  the challenge and join the
fun! Come tour Central Pa r k
with other cycl i s t s, r u n n e r s, i n
line skaters, j o g g e r s, and wa l k e r s
to discover safe, fun ways to use
the Park Drives.

You may start at any of the 
stations listed below and receive
your Safety Challenge passport.
Participants who venture safely
through all five stations by 
3:45 pm will be eligible to win a
b i c y cle and other grand prizes.
Winners will be announced at
4:00 pm at the 102nd street
Cross Drive station.

Adult Route - 5 stations - 
complete route 4.15 miles 
Start at any station:

59th & Columbus Circle  
Blue Station        
b i c y cle ch e ck station

72nd and Central Park West  
Red Station

90th Street and 5th Av e n u e
Green Station

102nd Street Cross Drive
Orange Station

110th Street & Lenox Av e n u e
Yellow Station  
b i c y cle ch e ck station

Junior Route .84 mile - starts at
110th St. Yellow station and ends
at the 102nd St. Orange station.

Prizes!!!  
Raffle for a free bicycle and other
great prizes!

Those of you who are luck y
enough to have children who can
participate in the challenge are
invited to bring them to Central
Park to participate. Skaters affili-
ated with the CPDSA are invited
to volunteer to represent our
group at the 72nd Street
Entrance station. Ask about it at
the CPDSA DJ booth or call 
(718) 728-0681.

This event is presented by the
Central Park Conservancy in
association with The Department
of Parks and Recreation, U r b a n
Parks Rangers, New York City
Police Department/Central Pa r k
P r e c i n c t , New York City Depart-
ment of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n / S a f e t y
Education Unit, Century Road
Club A s s o c i a t i o n , Urban youth
Bike Project, New York Runners
C l u b, New York Cycle Club, Fi v e
Borough Bicycle Club, E m p i r e
Skate Club Of New Yo r k ,C e n t r a l
Park Dance Skaters A s s o c i a t i o n ,
Central Park Skate Pa t r o l ,N e w
York Skate Out, and the Harlem
Hospital Injury Prevention 
Program is made possible by 
the Uris Brothers Fo u n d a t i o n .
Promotional support is provided
by Century Road Club 
A s s o c i a t i o n .

Wheel Fun - Safety Challenge

We sell skates at super rates - Traditional skate specialists
Skates - Wheels - Bearings - Riedell - Snyder - Suregrip - Bones - Kryptos

(212) 777-3232

CIVIL LITIGATION • ACCIDENTS • MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • LANDLORD/TENANT • MORTGAGE FORECLOSURES 

BANKRUPTCY • INSURANCE

Wouldn't you like to have a 

LAWYER
who skates in the same circles you do?

STUART B. POLLACK, ATTORNEY AT LAW
32 COURT STREET, SUITE 705

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK  11201-4404

F R E E  C O N S U LTAT I O N  
TELEPHONE (718) 596-8200 FAX:(718) 522-5950

LE ZLY SK ATE SCHOOL
N Y ’s #1 Inline & Traditional Rollerskate Specialists

• We have taught over 10,000 skaters since 1979
• Private & semi-private classes by appointment - all levels

INDOOR 
beginner classes

$60.00 for 4 week course 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

at the Roxy

DANCE SKATING
Intermediate/Advanced 
Fridays at 6:00pm - $20   

at the Roxy

OUTDOOR 
beginner classes

$60.00 for 4 week course 
2 weeks at Mercer Playground
& 2 weeks in Central Park

Dance Skating 101

Instructor James Singley

• R&B dance skating for roller bladers and roller skaters
• Private lessons for couples and individuals
• Beginners and experienced skaters welcome

For classes call:
(718)670-3335



Name___________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________

City____________________________  State_____ Zip________

Home Phone

Business Phone

Fax E-mail

Amount of Contribution

■ $ 1 5 ■ $ 2 5 ■ $ 5 0 ■ $ 1 0 0 ■ O t h e r

■ C h e ck ■ C a s h ■ Money Order

■ New Member ■ R e n e wa l

Please cut out this membership application and mail it, a l o n g

with your contribution, to the CPDSA headquarters address 

listed below.

You can get additional applications and more information from

Lezly Ziering at the CPDSA Skate Circl e, located mid-park at

the foot of the bandshell. You can find us by entering Central

Park at 72nd street and walking along Olmsted Way toward the

center of the park. Just follow your ears. Listen for our dance

m u s i c. You can’t miss us.

Join us!

CPDSA Membership Application

Central Park Dance Skaters Asso ciation

14 Washington Place, # 1 1 F
New Yo r k , NY 10003
(212) 777-3232

h

Member #_________

Date _____________

The CPDSA
would like to thank

for their generous 
donation of our 

new speakers and for
their invaluable 

technical assistance.

If you are a CPDSA member 
i n t e rested in submitting an 

a rticle for our next newsletter, 
please contact our editor at 

m a rc i roth@yahoo.com 

See the 
Skate Circle on TV!

Central Park Skate
Tuesdays, 4pm, Channel 67

New York Skate
Every other We d n e s d a y,
7 p m , Channel 56

Check out our web site:
www.newyorkskate.com

The CPDSA would like to thank

M i n e r a l

S p r i n g s
for their generosity and cooperation

over the past 6 years.The DJ gets the circle moving, and Darryl Davis “puts his hands
in the air!”


